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We recently read the article titled “Transparent Reporting
of Al in Systematic Literature Reviews: Development of
the PRISMA-trAlce Checklist” by Holst and colleagues [1]
in JMIR Al. We are writing in our capacity as members
of the PRISMA Executive, which oversees and supports
the development of the main PRISMA (Preferred Reporting
Items for Systematic reviews and Meta-Analyses) statement
(PRISMA 2020) and its extensions, to raise our concerns
about this checklist.

The PRISMA Executive has established processes to guide
decisions about the need for new extensions, ensure that the
reporting guidelines are developed using rigorous consensus-
based methods, and determine whether they ultimately should
be endorsed. This is important because use of the PRISMA
name not only signals that a checklist is relevant to systematic
reviews but also conveys to users that the guideline has been
developed using appropriate and rigorous methods. As the
developers of the PRISMA-trAlce checklist did not follow
our processes, we do not endorse it as a PRISMA checklist.

We would also like to take this opportunity to highlight the
process for developing PRISMA extensions for the benefit of
those interested in developing future extensions. This process,
outlined on the PRISMA website [2], aims to ensure that
PRIMSA extensions are complementary with one another
and the main statement, not redundant, and are developed
using consensus-based methods. Applicants are expected to
complete a form providing details of their proposed PRISMA

https://ai.jmir.org/2026/1/e104210

extension, which the PRISMA Executive assesses against the
criteria for approving new extensions [3].

The importance of these processes is illustrated by several
concerns regarding the development and positioning of
PRISMA-trAlce. There is very limited information describ-
ing how the checklist items were selected for inclusion.
More broadly, the reporting guideline development proc-
ess does not follow established guidance for developing
reporting guidelines, including extensions [4]. The authors of
PRISMA-trAlce acknowledge this, stating that their work is
“the result of a systematic adaptation, not a formal, large-
scale consensus-building exercise.” They also describe the
checklist as a foundational tool “paving the way for a formal,
community-endorsed standard.” This raises the question of
why the PRISMA name is being used at this stage. Inap-
propriately badging the checklist as a PRISMA extension
could be confusing for authors, who may be unsure how
to use PRISMA-trAlce alongside PRISMA 2020 and other
extensions.

We agree with Holt and colleagues [1] that PRISMA 2020
should be updated to incorporate guidance on the use of Al
tools in the systematic review process. To meet this need,
members of the PRISMA Executive and its global collabo-
rators are spearheading the development of such consensus-
based guidance. This guidance will soon serve as an official
resource, hosted on the PRISMA website to ensure findability
and drive uptake across the evidence synthesis community.
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